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Weekly Horoscopes
Star Signer
September 14, 2020
This week’s horoscopes are focusing on quotes from FRIENDS (the sitcom) that describe you
based on your astrology sign.

ARIES
“How you doin’?” – Joey

TAURUS
“Shut Up! Shut Up! Shut up!” – Chandler

GEMINI
“I wish I could, but I don’t want to.” – Phoebe

CANCER
“If you’re gonna make me choose between you and the hat, I choose the hat.” – Joey

LEO
“It’s like all my life everyone’s told me, ‘You’re a shoe! You’re a shoe! You’re a shoe!’” – Rachel

VIRGO
“Oh. My. God.” – Janice

LIBRA
“PIVOT” – Ross

SCORPIO
“You can’t just give up. Is that what a dinosaur would do?” – Joey

SAGITTARIUS
“Come on, Ross, you’re a paleontologist. Dig a little deeper.” – Phoebe

CAPRICORN
“Welcome to the real world. It sucks. You’re gonna love it!” – Monica

AQUARIUS
“You could not be anymore wrong. You could try, but you would not be successful.” – Ross

PISCES
“WE WERE ON A BREAK!” – Ross

SGA Elections: Candidate Profiles
Maxwell Patton
September 14, 2020
Student Government Association (SGA) elections are here once again and the candidates that
are running have various levels of experience in SGA; some are serving currently in prominent
roles while others are completely new to it.

Students can vote by signing into WINGS and clicking on the homepage announcement about
the election. Voting begins Sep. 13 and ends Sep. 17.
Before casting your ballot, check out who is running in the election, why they are running and
what their platform is.

Presidential elections
This is the first year of SGA elections where freshmen can vote for president and vice president.
SGA Director of Academic Affairs Samantha Baxter is running for president with Amani Wilson
as her vice president. Baxter is a junior English Education and Political Science major, as well
as a Model UN Head Delegate, while Wilson is a sophomore International Studies major.
Baxter is running for president to connect with fellow students and foster leadership by giving
them opportunities and to continue to support the campus community.

“After serving as the Director of Academic Affairs through the strike and the COVID-19
pandemic, I saw that I could make a difference for the students in times of turmoil by providing a
platform and representing them,” said Baxter.
Wilson is new to Student Government and participated with Baxter in Model U.N.
“The way she pitched it to me was she felt that they needed or, hopefully, we need, at a point,
new blood inside SGA to better represent the students. We just need more outside sources than
the same type of people,” said Wilson.

The duo is running on a platform of “Inclusion, Engagement and Collaboration.” Baxter
explained that they will accomplish these goals if elected by working with campus planning
committees, promoting diversity and networking through organizations that SGA works with.
“Campus life is an extensive network of connections that ties everyone on campus together and
it is SGA’s responsibility to establish relationships with each body on campus,” said Baxter.
According to Wilson, if he and Baxter are elected, their cabinet will consist of students from
different colleges as well as different school years.
The opposing ticket includes current Student Body Vice President Adrian Williams, who is also
the executive director of the Ohio Student Government Association. Williams is a neuroscience
major and is joined on the ticket by Speaker of the House Joe York. York is pursuing a double
major in Philosophy and Economics.
Due to an email error, The Wright State Guardian was unable to reach Williams or York prior to
the election ending.
We had a chance to speak with them after voting ended.
“We appreciate the campus community coming together and [for] working with SGA as a whole
to hold an election,” said Williams. “I am sure either side is fully qualified to do the job. It would
be an honor to serve the student body as student body president.”
Williams went on to say that it has been an honor to serve as student body vice president.
“It’s been one of the biggest honors of my life to serve as [Vice President] for the last two years,
and I would love to do it my senior year. But, I know that Samantha Baxter and Amani [Wilson]
would leave campus in great hands as well,” said Williams

Commuter senator elections
Three candidates are running for the position of Commuter Senator: Mark Stickford, Sabrina
D’Alesandro and Nhu Ngoc Honang.
Stickford is a senior Social Science Education major, and he is running due to his desire to
make a “direct impact” in SGA, especially when it comes to parking for students.
“While this year is an exception, I as well as countless others have experienced frustration with
parking. While this is no normal year, and parking is not everyone’s priority, when we return to
normal operations, it will be,” said Stickford.

His platform is to “improve campus amenities, promote student involvement and make parking
more efficient and available closer to campus.”
D’Alesandro is a junior Materials Science major minoring in Computer Science, Math and
Arabic. She is the president of Engineers Without Borders and the CECS Dean’s Student
Advisory Board. Her goals are to encourage Wright State University to adopt more online
learning options and to create resources for commuter students to more easily get involved on
campus.
“Many of us feel isolated living away from campus, work full time, or have a long commute
adding to the stress of school. I am extremely passionate about helping others, and I want to be
able to ease the burden from the commuter students,” said D’Alesandro.
As of now, Honang was unavailable for comment.

College Senators
Three of the university’s colleges have candidates running for senate positions.

One of these candidates is Gullzada Anwari, a senior in biomedical engineering and pre-med
major. If elected, they will create a system to bring student concerns to SGA and the dean of the
College of Engineering and Computer Science (CECS).
“I would also be working along the student body, mainly engineering students to bring
opportunities to students and address issues and concerns about classes in the Engineering
department,” said Anwari.
Freshman Victoria Solomon is running as a senate candidate for the College of Liberal Arts
(COLA) to “serve and represent COLA in a positive and uplifting way.”
Her platform is based on promoting liberal arts, increasing the availability of internship programs
to students and ensuring that senators are held accountable for their actions.
“It is important as a senator to me that I am constantly fighting the good fight for my peers,
future colleagues and educators,” said Solomon.
Zayneb Moumkine, who is running as a senator for the College of Science and Math, was
unavailable for comment.

Use this link to vote now:
https://portal.wright.edu/node/17625

Breaking: WSU Announces Class of 2020 Virtual Graduation Plans
Alexis Wisler
September 14, 2020
The Wright State University (WSU) spring Class of 2020 will celebrate with a virtual
commencement ceremony on Oct. 24 as a result of the ongoing coronavirus pandemic.
When the coronavirus pandemic caused WSU to close campus and postpone the spring 2020
commencement ceremony, President Sue Edwards, hopeful that campus would return to
normal by the fall 2020 semester, promised the spring Class of 2020 that an in-person
ceremony would take place at a later date.
On Sept. 14, however, President Edwards released a statement announcing that the spring
2020 commencement ceremony will have to take place virtually due to the fact that Ohio still
has a ban on large gatherings.
“I know this news is not what you wanted to hear, and I apologize to each of you and your
families. The overwhelming majority of graduating students told us in the spring you did not
want a virtual graduation ceremony,” said President Edwards. “A committee of students, faculty,
and staff worked for months on contingency plans for some form of face-to-face celebration. But
as we entered the Fall Semester, I decided it was more important to hold a virtual event before
the end of the year to celebrate our graduates and your hard work.”
According to President Edwards’ statement, the virtual commencement ceremony will honor the
“Dayton Campus Spring 2020 graduates and Lake Campus Summer 2019 through Spring 2020
graduates.”
All graduates are encouraged to send a picture of themselves for the virtual presentation or
WSU’s website to graduation@wright.edu by Sept. 27
More information regarding the virtual ceremony will be released closer to Oct. 24.

Outdoor Recreation Keeping Students Engaged and Safe
Kaitlyn Chrosniak
September 14, 2020
As the Student Union provides opportunities for students to exercise indoors, the Outdoor
Recreation staff has unveiled a wide variety of activities available throughout the week for
students to keep themselves moving.

Group Fitness Courses
Monday Sep. 14 through Friday Oct. 30, outdoor fitness classes will be offered on the Student
Union patio every week. These courses include yoga, SWERK, Zumba, and circuits.
“These classes, as of now, until Oct. 1, are also free for staff and faculty,” said Program
Manager of Fitness & Wellness Kara Donbrock. “Registration opens a week before each class
at noon [on IMleagues].”
In addition to the outdoor group courses, there are also weekly virtual group fitness classes
being offered on WebEx until Nov. 13. Information on these offerings can also be found on
IMleagues.
There is also a temporary new disc golf course entitled Rowdy Acres that covers Lot 1 to Lot 9
that any student can partake in.

Outdoor Recreation
Beginning Sep. 9., the Outdoor Recreation staff is providing opportunities for students to keep
themselves moving while experiencing the beauty of local nature.
“Usually our programs involve going a good distance like to Kentucky or Florida in which we
cram ten to twelve students and their gear [into a van],” said logistician manager Paul Casper.
“We can no longer offer transportation, so we opted into using what trails we had at the
university and what Eastwood Metropark has to offer in trails.”
There are five different teams within Outdoor Recreation that are meeting at least once a week
at various sites on or near campus: Biking, Kayaking, Running, Walking & Hiking and Yoga.

“We wanted to provide an opportunity that was away from the classroom that felt more low risk
and safer to be outdoors,” said Outdoor Recreation Program Manager Erin Sherrets, “and we
also have a mask requirement, which sometimes feels silly because we are outside and the
research that we’ve seen so far says that the risk for transmission is a lot lower outdoors, but we
want to be as safe as possible, and keep everyone as safe as we can.”
All programs are limited to eight people per session and sign-ups are available on IMleagues.
For those who want to be involved in Outdoor Recreation and want to meet people with similar
interests, each team also has a Discord server where upcoming events and related topics can
be discussed.

Breaking: ReyRey Cafe set to close Sept. 17
Kaitlyn Chrosniak
September 14, 2020
ReyRey Cafe has announced that Sept. 17 will be the final day of operations for the Fall 2020
semester.
ReyRey Cafe reopened on Aug. 24 with limited hours after being closed for several months due
to the coronavirus. Students were able to order from the full menu, including specialty items
being released throughout the semester, and sit in socially distanced seating around the cafe.
The reason for the closure stems from the lack of business ReyRey Cafe has been seeing due
to the reduction in persons on-campus day-to-day.
“To prevent further losses, ReyRey Cafe will close until the number of people on campus returns
to a level that is closer to normal,” said Dean and Professor of Economics Thomas Traynor.
ReyRey Cafe staff have yet to comment on the closure at this time.
At this time Reynolds and Reynolds was unavailable for comment.

LANA Bouncing Back From COVID Nosedive
Maxwell Patton
September 15, 2020
The Office of Latinx, Asian, and Native American Affairs (LANA) has gone virtual this semester
due to the coronavirus pandemic.
For some students involved, including cybersecurity major Bill Corkum, the work they did for
LANA took a nosedive once the university shut down classes last spring. Corkum worked as a
receptionist for LANA at their office in Millett Hall 154, but he also functioned as a “jack of all
trades” within the center.
“My position is one where I talk to people all day and mingled with students. My ‘work’ ceased to
exist with the coronavirus pandemic. The only duties I can still perform are those involving
making phone calls,” said Corkum.

Corkum was introduced to LANA after a recommendation from Director of Undergraduate
Retention Seth Gordon and has kept working for the center due to the friendships he has
created since arriving. He explained that being a part of LANA allowed him to feel at home.
“My family is from Cuba and I was born in Puerto Rico. Working there made me feel somewhat
as if I was back in Puerto Rico or New York where I grew up,” said Corkum.

A diverse community
Any Wright State University student can utilize LANA if they need someone to talk to or would
like to learn about different cultures; they do not have to be members of the Latinx, Asian or
Native American communities.
“It is our intention to be a safe and welcoming place for all who enter Wright State University’s
campus and provide resources, academic enhancement, friendships, leadership, and cultural
and social development for the diverse community we serve,” their website states. “We are open
to all.”

Moving interaction online

Some students who are a part of LANA have not had their roles as severely impacted. Charline
Phung, who is majoring in supply chain management, acts as Webmaster for the Asian Student
Association (ASA). Though overall in LANA, she is “simply another person that welcomes
everyone to our community.”
Phung has been involved with LANA since the beginning of her freshman year of college and is
now a senior. She explained that the pandemic has not affected her ability to do her job
effectively, though moving to a virtual environment does come with some downsides.
“Most other organizations’ events and meetings are virtual, so it is not difficult to go from one
place to another. On the other hand, it is difficult to meet new students and make those
connections through a screen,” said Phung

Virtual events through LANA
One of the virtual events that LANA is holding this semester is LANA Talk Tuesdays, where
students can converse with Associate Director Mia Honaker through WebEx about the center.
These chats are occurring every Tuesday between 1 p.m. and 2 p.m.
The center is also gearing up for Hispanic Heritage Month, which will occur between Sep. 15
and Oct. 15 and celebrates the impact that Hispanic Americans have made on society. Events
throughout the month, which will include movie nights, a discussion on Latinos in the STEM field
and a Zumba session, will be held through WebEx and Zoom.
Even though the Culture and Identity Centers have not been able to open up their physical
locations this semester, students who are part of their communities are able to stand together
through these stressful times.
“We may be social distancing but we are still there for each other in whatever ways possible,”
said Corkum.

How Does “I’m Thinking of Ending Things” Translate on Screen?
Ariel Parker
September 15, 2020
“I’m Thinking of Ending Things” is a new psychological horror directed by Academy
Award-winner Charlie Kaufman that is about a young woman on a road trip visiting her
boyfriend’s parents for the first time. It was released on Netflix on Sept. 4 and has been met with
some mixed reviews.

Book to Movie Adaptation
Adapted from a book by the same name written by Iain Reid, this interpretation of a surreal and
disturbing road trip brings to life the musings of a woman who is thinking of ending things with
her boyfriend.
Fans of Kaufman, who is most well-known for “Endless Sunshine of the Spotless Mind,” are
used to his hypnotic and captivating films, and if this book were to ever be adapted into a movie,
there’s no one better to take the helm.
On the surface, much of the story remains the same. There are full dialogues taken from the
book word-for-word and many of the Easter eggs were included in the movie to help the
audience piece together what’s going on. In both the movie and the book, you’re left on the
edge between disturbed and down-right confused. Things are explained slowly, with little hints
dropping here and there that won’t be fully explained until the very end.
However, if you’re a fan of the book, you’ll know that several things were changed in the movie
— most notably the ending. Kaufman definitely doesn’t hold the viewer’s hand and gives the
audience even more subtle and not-so-subtle clues than the book that appear completely
random.

Book vs. Movie
Many viewers wondered if you should read the book before watching the movie, and it’s difficult
to say what would work for you. On one hand, the book is very short and if you decide to listen
to the audiobook, it’s only about 5 hours.

Regardless, I do think that viewers would get more from the story if they did read the book
–either before or after watching the movie — because you get a deeper understanding of what
the author’s original intent for the story should be.
There were multiple things left out of the movie and things that were under-explained —
particularly the ending. The movie only recently came out and already has dozens of videos on
YouTube explaining what happened when the book simply does it better.
There is no doubt that this movie will be talked about as one of Kaufman’s greatest — the
performances by the talented cast members and bizarre dialogue will absolutely stick with
viewers. But for fans of the book, this offers more of a “re-interpretation” of the same story and
while you can appreciate the creative clues and stylistic choices, you might miss some of the
original creepy scenes that made the book so memorable.
“I’m Thinking of Ending Things” is available for streaming on Netflix now.

Quarantine Plans and Protocols for COVID Positive Athletes
William Baptist
September 16, 2020
College athletics are slowly starting to open back up and begin practices. Ensuring the health
and safety of student-athletes is at the forefront of what the National Collegiate Athletic
Association (NCAA) and Wright State University (WSU) want to accomplish.
There are a multitude of protocols in place for teams and student-athletes to prevent the spread
of the coronavirus.
“When a player tests positive they will be placed in quarantine. If able, they will be sent home or
they will be moved to housing set aside by the university. Once they return, they will follow a
plan that requires an EKG, blood work and follow up with a team physician,” said Assistant
Athletic Director for Communications Nick Phillips.
The protocols that are in place are decided by the university. Each state and city has different
rules and regulations. Each university makes their own decision on how to handle these
situations.

How the NCAA helps
The NCAA has established a new coronavirus Medical Advisory Group that brings together
professionals from all three divisions and the power five conferences in Division 1.
“This group of infectious disease, public health and medical experts includes some members
from the original advisory panel, plus representatives from organizations and medical groups
that have been working collaboratively with the advisory panel and NCAA schools,” according to
the NCAA’s website.
The purpose of the Medical Advisory Group is to review new research and data to help provide
guidance to the NCAA.

Extreme measures are necessary
Even though there is no guarantee that a surface or room is completely germ-free, WSU will do
everything they possibly can to make student-athletes feel safe.
“The Wright State Department of Athletics plan for the Resocialization of Student Athletes has
been developed to safely and responsibly return student-athletes to campus and resume varsity

athletics operations while continuing to hold safety and wellness as the top priority,” according
to WSU’s website.
There have been numerous phases for athletes returning to facilities and beginning practice,
they will continue to take their time and not rush anyone to get back to practice.
If a student-athlete were to test positive for coronavirus, WSU will try to find where that athlete
got it from so that they can mitigate the spread.
“If we have any type of outbreak we will trace and potentially eliminate practices for a quarantine
period. Surveillance testing may also be implemented with a more regular schedule,” said
Phillips.
There are no protocols yet if this were to happen in season because there isn’t a start date for
any sport yet.
Whenever the NCAA and Horizon League determine the schedule and testing protocols, then
WSU will adjust protocols to match what is needed.

Raising Awareness For Suicide Prevention
Nicolas BenVenuto
September 16, 2020
In times of political warfare, a global pandemic, and the beginning of a new semester, there
could not be a more perfect time to check on the mental well-being of your loved ones and
colleagues.
September is known throughout the United States as National Suicide Prevention month. In the
unprecedented times that we currently face it’s crucial to take care of those amongst us who
may be reaching out for help, or may be showing signs that help is needed.

Resources for Raiders
“Wright State students have access to a variety of services at Counseling and Wellness
Services. We are open from 8:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Monday through Friday and offer individual,
group, and couples counseling, psychological assessment, crisis intervention and life coaching
services,” said Staff Therapist at Counseling and Wellness Services Dr. Jessica Moss.
Students at Wright State University may be experiencing a vast number of changes throughout
everyday life this semester, and are encouraged to reach out to Counseling and Wellness
Services if the weight of the world is seemingly too much to bear.
“We are offering group counseling via video conference on WebEx this semester. Students can
also contact Student Advocacy and Wellness, which serves as a resource center for students
and aims to help students help themselves overcome obstacles that may negatively impact their
academic experience. Their phone number is 937.775.3749 and they have a 24/7 line that can
be reached at 937.260.0167,” Moss said.

You can do this!
2015 Park University graduate Lauren Crans sympathizes with those students enrolled in
full-time classes this fall, acknowledging the hardships that uncertain times can add to the stress
of being a college student.
“I was a single mother during my college years. The uncertainty of day-to-day life and the added
stress of raising a child put me in a strange place mentally,” Crans said. “But college is

something you shouldn’t have to do by yourself, reach out and ask for the help. Sometimes the
hardest thing about getting help is simply taking the action to ask.”
Nationwide there has been an increase in the amount of hospitalizations due to self-harm since
the beginning of the coronavirus pandemic, and social workers in the Dayton area have taken
note of social changes amongst the area’s population.
Deb Flynn, a social worker at CareSource Dayton, says that actively making time for self-care is
a crucial part in fighting the demons that can manifest themselves in times of hardship.
“This can take the form of many things. Not everyone is made from the same fabric, and what
works for one person may not work for another. Some people enjoy yoga, taking walks,
exercising, etc.,” Flynn said. “Whatever brings you joy and helps ease your mind should always
have a place in your daily schedule, especially for students who are already juggling so much.”
With mental health professionals, licensed psychologists, and mental health groups available on
campus this semester, Raiders can have peace of mind knowing that there is a vast amount of
available resources and people to reach out to if help is needed.
Anyone needing emergency help on campus may call Raider Cares at 833.848.1765, TTY
314-485-4345.

SGA: Virtual Commencement, In Person Meetings and Spring Break
Roxanne Roessner
September 16, 2020
The Sept. 15 Student Government Association (SGA) meeting started as usual with roll call and
committee reports. Two by-law amendments were passed by roll call as well.

Committee reports
College of Liberal Arts senator Jackson Cornwell discussed the Spring 2020 commencements
being virtual in October. Cornwell also said that the December commencements could be held
virtually due to spikes in coronavirus cases.
These virtual commencements would be a hybrid of live and pre-recorded segments.
The Academic Sub Committee discussed whether or not classes would be held remotely after
spring break or if there would be a spring break. As of now, according to the Director of
Academic Affairs Samantha Baxter, there will be a spring break, but students will be
encouraged to quarantine after returning.
SGA advisor and Program Manager of Student Organizations Courtney Mullins discussed the
In-Person Activities Committee (IPAC). The committee first met on Sept. 15 to talk about
organizations meeting in person. In-person meetings can be requested by reaching out to IPAC.

By-law amendments
Two by-law amendments were passed by roll call during the meeting. These amendments were
passed to clarify past amendments to the by-law.
Students are encouraged to attend SGA meetings in the future. SGA meetings are every
Tuesday at 7 p.m.

Breaking: College Basketball To Begin November 25
William Baptist
September 16, 2020
After so much uncertainty surrounding college basketball this season, the 2020-21 season can
officially start on November 25 for men’s and women’s college basketball.
The NCAA Division I Council had a vote on September 16 to delay the start of the season until
November 25 at the earliest.
This doesn’t necessarily mean that it will start on exactly November 25, but this date is a
guideline for schools and conferences to work around.
“By Thanksgiving week, the date of Nov. 25, 76% of all Division-I schools will have either
finished their fall semester completely or released the general student body for in-person
instruction,” said NCAA senior vice president of basketball Dan Gavitt.
It is still unclear if teams will play non-conference games, and how many games the season will
be.
March Madness with 68 teams is still set for the same date and locations as of now, so the
college season will most likely be a reduced amount of games.
Having a controlled environment or a bubble for teams to play in is still something that is under
consideration according to Gavitt.
College basketball coaches, players and fans can all breathe a sigh of relief with this great
news.

WSU response
WSU has not yet released a plan for the 2020-2021 basketball season but remains committed
to keeping the safety of athletes as the top priority.
“Today’s vote by the NCAA Division I Council is the starting point for planning. Now that the
November 25 date has been determined, the Horizon League and others can begin crafting
what the 2020-21 basketball seasons will look like,” said WSU Director of Athletics Bob grant.
“We’ll continue to move forward – always keeping the health and safety of our student-athletes
as our main priority.”

Men’s Head Basketball Coach Scott Nagy expressed his excitement for the upcoming season.
“We are thankful to receive clarity from the NCAA about an official start date,” said Nagy. “We
know there is still a lot of work to be done but we are excited and optimistic about the upcoming
season.”

Dayton’s Not Dead: Raiders Join Red Alert Restart
Nicolas BenVenuto
September 17, 2020
Joining 5,000 buildings across the United States, Wright State University’s (WSU) Creative Arts
Center was seen lit red on Sep.1, in an effort to raise awareness for the financial devastation
taking place in the live events industry during the coronavirus global pandemic.
Joe Deer, Professor and Chair of the Department of Theatre Dance and Motion Pictures, was
excited to hear of the awareness project and gladly allowed the Creative Arts Center to join in
with the rest of the country in their efforts to raise awareness for the thousands of event workers
experiencing job loss and monetary deficiencies brought on by the coronavirus.
“When professor Matthew Benjamin brought the idea to me, I thought ‘wow, what a great way
for Wright State to help bring awareness to the tragedies that so many of our current students,
alumni, and event workers around the world are facing right now.’ I had no hesitations.” Deer
said.

How bad is it?
According to We Make Events, the live event industry provides more than 12 million jobs and is
responsible for nearly $1 trillion annually towards the nation’s economy. However, since the
start of the pandemic, the industry has seen a halt in 95% of live events, leaving event workers
all over the country jobless and in search of a steady paycheck.
“There are so many jobs that have been lost that everyday people might not even think of.
Stage hands, lighting techs, sound operators, gaffers, make-up artists, writers, you name it. All
of these people have been severely affected by the coronavirus and are now struggling to make
ends meet,” Deer said. “And who knows what will happen when live events come back. Some of
these people and companies might not be able to fully recover at all.”
Upon deciding that the lighting of the Creative Arts Center would be lit red in conjunction with
other venues following suit across the nation, students began to formulate a plan of action as to
how the lighting would come to fruition.

Getting to work

WSU lighting major Micah Hardman was a pivotal member of the team that headed the project,
and was happy to be a part of such a large movement.
“I was contacted by professor Matthew Benjamin in regard to lighting the Creative Arts Center,
and I was happy to help. I talked with some of the other lighting students, and we began to
figure out the logistics of the project,” Hardman said. “We had to figure out what kind of lights to
use, how we were going to set up the architectural lights, what time they would be on, etc.”
The project turned out to be a complete success, as on the night of Sep.1 students and those
driving near campus could see the bright red lights against the white Creative Arts Center
building.
One passerby, Tyler Burton of Troy, OH., took note of the illumination and did some individual
research as to what the meaning behind the lighting was.
“I was coming down to Wright State to drop off groceries to one of my friends who attends the
University and I saw the entire side of the building lit red,” Burton said. “I thought it might have
always been like that, which I thought was neat. I had no idea it was raising awareness until I
asked my friend who goes to Wright State, and he assured me that it typically isn’t lit.”
After finding out that the illuminated side of the building was an awareness effort, Burton went to
Google for more information.
“I love nothing more than attending concerts and going to live shows. When I saw the numbers
on how many people were out of jobs I was blown away,” Burton said. “I knew the industry was
huge, but when you see the numbers it really puts things into perspective.”
WSU looks forward to putting on more live shows and events in the future, but as for now
programs are at a standstill.
Raiders can keep up-to-date on all performances and events hosted by the university by
checking the WSU website as well as social media platforms.

Meeting During Quarantine: Christians on Campus
Noah Kindig
September 17, 2020
Through the difficulties of quarantine, many organizations on campus are still finding ways to
gather as a community. One of these organizations is Christians on Campus, a faith group of all
denominations, who meet on Zoom twice a week.
Who is Christians on Campus for?
“Christians on campus is for… well… everyone,” Charis Cain, a staff member of Christians on
Campus, said. “Even those who maybe have not received the Lord fully, or have questions, we
encourage them to come. We can’t promise answers, but we can promise a welcoming
community of students who want to go forward together.”
Charis and her husband, Danny, decided to become a part of Christians on Campus at Wright
State University due to their previous experience with the organization.
“I felt the Lord’s call here,” Danny commented. “College is a very crucial time where your faith
can either grow or be torn apart. Because of how important that time was for me, as an
alumnus of Wright State, I wanted to be able to come back and help students who are going
through the same thing.”
“Christians on Campus cared for me a lot in college, and after I graduated from bible school, I
felt a lead from the Lord to serve him with my full time,” Charis stated. “Being available for the
students at any time has given me the chance to do just that.”
The non-faith benefits of online meetings
Christians On Campus’s meetings have given those involved a sense of community in a
semester full of challenges.
“Just seeing the students, with everything going on in the pandemic, being in God’s word
together as a community, has been so encouraging.” Danny commented.
“I need to see people,” Charis said. “Getting to interact with others, as friends, it feels right. We
depend on those times, and I can see in the students opening up that they depend on these
times as well.”
While Meeting online does have its difficulties, there are also benefits to online meetings.

“Meeting over Zoom allows anyone to connect wherever they are,” Danny said. “We’re no
longer limited by space, and students who live in another state can still connect with us and
gather in fellowship.”
Of course, there are things that can’t be replicated through a screen.
“On Zoom, it’s built so that only one person will be seen talking at a time.” Danny said. “We are
still missing that intimate small-group feel of multiple discussions.”
The faith-based benefits
From a Christian faith standpoint, meetings during the pandemic helps members to realize that
they are not alone.
“Being able to be in God’s word together, during this difficult time, is so great,” Charis said. “Like
Danny said, with college being so difficult on your faith, still being able to connect with students
who might need guidance is a good thing.”
“Our members are desiring a community,” Danny said. “Through Zoom, we can still give our
members that feeling of community, while growing in the Lord.”
Even for those who are not completely religious, or have questions, Christians On Campus is
open to you.
“Those that are desiring a community and to pursue Christ, are always welcome,” Danny said.
“Even if you have questions, please feel comfortable to meet with us at any time.”
Contact information and meeting times
For now, Christians On Campus meets every Tuesday at 1:30 p.m. and 8:30 p.m. You can find
the information for their Zoom meetings on the Campus life calendar:
https://www.wright.edu/calendar/campus-life
If you’re looking to get involved with Christians On Campus, you can reach out to them here:
Website: http://coc.churchinfairborn.org/
Engage: https://wright.campuslabs.com/engage/organization/christians-on-campus
Email: cocwrightstate@gmail.com

Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/cocwrightstate/

The Importance of The Gen Z Vote
Alexis Wisler
September 17, 2020
The 2020 election is in less than two months and this year will mark the second election that
Gen Z has been eligible to vote in.

Gen Z by the numbers
According to Pew Research Center, one in ten eligible voters for the 2020 election will be from
Gen Z, the most racially and ethnically diverse generation.
“A bare majority (52%) are non-Hispanic white,” according to Pew Research Center.
“One-in-four Gen Zers are Hispanic, 14% are black, 6% are Asian and 5% are some other race
or two or more races.”
The oldest Gen Zers are twenty-three this year, meaning the oldest Gen Z voters for the 2016
election were nineteen with the rest of the eligible Gen Zers just turning old enough to vote.
“What’s interesting is 2016 was the first presidential election Gen Z could vote in so the
numbers were just smaller. We’re four years later and we have four more years of people that
are now eligible to vote,” said Dr. Corey Seemiller, leading expert on Generation Z. “As we
continue to move on through time the Gen Z voting bloc just gets bigger and bigger.”

Every vote counts
Younger generations tend to not vote because they feel as if their vote doesn’t matter, but Dr.
Seemiller wants Gen Zers to know that every vote counts.
“There’s a lot of attention to safe voting and a lot of press around mail-in voting and voter fraud.
I mean, anything that draws attention to the importance of voting is basically reinforcing the
notion to Gen Z that your vote matters. If your vote did not matter, people wouldn’t be up in
arms about mailboxes and the USPS not being able to deliver your vote on time,” said Dr.
Seemiller.

The importance of local elections
Local elections matter just as much as Presidential elections. Navigating young adult life
through a pandemic, Gen Z has been shown how important local officials are to their everyday

lives as mask mandates and other laws for containing the spread of the coronavirus continue to
be made.
“Because of the virtue of what 2020 has been, I’m hoping that people are realizing, especially
Gen Zers, that local elections are just as important,” said Dr. Seemiller. “People are literally
seeing life or death decisions being made at a local level.”
Even without the coronavirus, local elections hold the same importance as Presidential
elections.
“Local elections are very important because the local community has a far bigger impact on your
life than national politics does,” said Wright State University College Republicans Treasurer
Jarod Kiser

Take activism to the polls
Gen Z has shown how important activism is to them through the recent Black Lives Matter
movement and the climate change strikes of last year. Dr. Seemiller encourage Gen Z voters to
take that activism and vote.
“You have a whole segment of the population that’s showing up at rallies and marches. Showing
up to vote takes a whole lot less time and effort and can make a lot of difference,” said Dr.
Seemiller.

Make an informed vote
Both Dr. Seemiller and Kiser stress the importance of becoming educated on the candidates
and making an informed vote.
“Our research has found that one of the main reasons that Gen Zers are saying that they don’t
plan to vote is because they just simply don’t know enough about the candidates and the issues
to feel like that can vote with an informed decision,” said Dr. Seemiller.
A website that Dr. Seemiller encourages people to use is selectsmart.com which has a 2020
Presidential Candidate Selector quiz to help students decide which candidate matches with the
issues they care about. Dr. Seemiller suggests using .org sites to find unbiased information.
Another way to stay as unbiased as possible is to surround yourself with opposing opinions,
according to Kiser.

“I do my best to stay unbiased but I think the best way one can get unbiased information about
the candidates is to actually be exposed to views that they heavily disagree with,” said Kiser.
Students can open themselves up for conversations with people who hold different political
views than them and conduct their own research using reliable, unbiased sources to cast an
educated vote in November.

Election Results Delayed, Campaign Violations Found
Makenzie Hoeferlin
September 17, 2020
The results of the Student Government Association (SGA) elections will be delayed until Sept.
21 due to multiple appeals of violations, according to Chair of the Student Elections Committee
Eli Smith.
Voting for the student body took place Sept. 14 -17. With today being the last day of voting,
results were expected relatively quickly.
Results will now be delayed.
Candidate violations must be submitted by 9 p.m. after voting closes, according to the campaign
regulations.
“If available, [violation] submissions should be made through an email to the Chair of the
Student Elections Committee. Otherwise, submissions must be made in writing and submitted to
the Student Elections Committee.”
SGA will not disclose the violations charged, the candidates affected or the extent of the
violations at this time.
This is a developing story.

Revamping Online Lectures: Dr. Wilson’s Way
Kaitlyn Chrosniak
September 18, 2020
Dr. Sean Wilson is breaking barriers between live and studio recording for online lectures in
order to enhance the overall learning experience for his students.

Live and Studio Lectures
After instructing at Penn State for three years, Wilson became tenured at Wright State
University in 2008. As an Americanist political science professor, he primarily teaches courses
specializing in American politics, constitutional development and the supreme court.
In a YouTube video posted on his channel during the summer of 2020, Wilson breaks down the
differences between live and studio lectures.
“I’d give a scripted lecture with a lot of PowerPoint stuff [and] a lot of media involved in it, and
then I would record it as I was giving it to you,” said Wilson, “and I would throw it up on the web.
I didn’t care what it was like on the web because it was there on my website, number one, and
number two it was just for my students.”
Dr. Wilson has made it quite clear that he wants his students to be as engaged as possible with
his courses, despite them being fully online this semester. After several years of making digital
lectures for online and in-person courses, he has decided to implement new measures that he
believes will enhance the quality and participation within his classes.

Innovation not accommodation
“This has nothing to do with COVID. I’m not giving students an accommodation,” said Wilson.
“I’m trying to make it so that this is the new way to teach. This is innovation, not
accommodation. What I’m doing this semester that’s different from the previous semester is I’m
trying to turn my classroom into the studio.”
In order to make his lectures studio-quality, Wilson uses an electro-voice microphone–just as
the DJ’s in the 106.8 WWSU studio use–, screen lighting, screen capturing and video editing.
These tools allow Wilson to produce better sound quality, provide more engaging visuals,
opportunities to interact with presentations and maintain a more tolerable pace for students to
follow.

“That’s the thing that people don’t understand. In real time, lecturing is slow, it’s a little bit like a
speech. In real time, there’s a different pace in person versus on the video,” said Wilson, “The
video can’t be slow. I mean, you’re done if it’s slow, it’s got to move. And so that requires editing
and requires a lot of labor.”

Video editor role
Wilson highlighted that the hardest part of this type of video lecturing is adapting to the role of
becoming a video editor.
Despite the workload increase, Wilson is adamant that the changes he has implemented in his
classes are well worth the effort. He believes that the more opportunities for engagement that
are present, the more students will get out of a class without temptation to try and find a
watered-down version of the material elsewhere.
“The problem is the student has to do the work to get something out of the class,” said Wilson,
“so anybody who’s teaching online has an ethical responsibility to make sure that that is a
worthy education experience and that requires more labor.”
Students will continue to see Dr. Sean Wilson’s virtual lectures in a studio format beyond the
Fall 2020 semester; next semester, he hopes to also incorporate a GoPro into his equipment to
complete the studio experience.

NCAA Approves Blanket Waiver for Fall Sport Athletes
William Baptist
September 18, 2020
The NCAA Division 1 council recommended to the NCAA a blanket waiver for 2020 fall sport
athletes, which allows them to have an extra year of eligibility.
“All fall sport student-athletes will receive both an additional year of eligibility and an additional
year in which to complete it,” said the NCAA in a release.
This is similar to the waiver that was approved for spring sport athletes, that granted them an
extra year of eligibility.

Help from the NCAA
Schools across the country are forced to make budget cuts, making it a difficult time for college
athletics.
The NCAA has been extremely instrumental in helping the student-athletes, and making sure
their health and safety are protected.
“We want to provide opportunities for student-athletes whenever possible. We understand it will
be complicated and different and we’re not certain how it will look. But we believe it’s important
to try to give students that championship experience,” said Acting Chair, NCAA DI Board of
Directors and President of Texas State Denise Trauth.
The decision to approve the blanket waiver was made right after the NCAA decided to hold fall
championships in the spring.

Student-athletes have a tough decision
There are still a lot of details that have to be figured out with student-athletes gaining an extra
year of eligibility.
Since the NCAA approved the blanket waiver, it is now up to each individual conference on how
to proceed.
There are a lot of moving parts with this decision, such as what will happen to scholarships and
will the seniors coming back be offered a scholarship for their extra year of eligibility.

If student-athletes opt out of their season due to coronavirus concerns, the school still has to
honor their scholarship. Also, whether the student-athlete plays this season or not, they will still
earn the extra year of eligibility.
“Schools are prohibited from canceling or reducing athletics scholarships if a college athlete in
any sport opts not to participate due to COVID-19,” according to the NCAA’s website.
The Horizon League has yet to make a decision regarding how this will all work, but once
approved by the conference, athletes will have a tough decision to make whether they want to
use that extra year.
Wright State University is currently waiting on the final information from the Horizon League on
how to proceed.

Wright Through My Eyes: Jonathan Thomas
Roxanne Roessner
September 18, 2020
Jonathan I. Thomas is a second-year grad student going for his master’s degree in English
Rhetoric and Writing. Thomas has a bachelor’s degree in Language Arts Education and intends
to one day become a professor in order to teach about Ebonics.
“When you go to a predominantly white school, you are taught standard English and are told
that how I or other black people talk is improper, which isn’t true. It’s another form of language. I
think it’s important we as teachers, and hopefully, me as a professor, teach students that there
are multiple forms of languages and dialects so that students feel more comfortable in the
classroom and throughout their lives,” said Thomas.

Stargardt’s disease
Thomas was diagnosed at age eight with Stargardt’s disease which caused his central vision to
deteriorate. He has written stories describing what it is like going through high school being
blind.
Throughout his high school years, Thomas participated in wrestling and football, always wanting
to overcome his blindness.
“For a lot of my life, I wanted to be like everyone else. I didn’t like being blind because I didn’t
feel like I fit in in a lot of places. I internalized a lot of things my classmates would say. I always
thought I needed to overcome my blindness, but after talking with my case manager and
disability services at Wright State, I decided to embrace my blindness,” said Thomas.
Throughout his life, Thomas would not use braille, a cane or anything attached to him that would
make it seem he was incapable of doing things. After embracing his blindness, Thomas has
started using these tools in the classroom and in everyday life.
“I embrace braille, using my screen reader and cane. I’m not afraid of saying that I’m blind and
not using the term visually impaired. It’s helped me to like myself,” said Thomas.

Writing
Thomas spends most of his days reading and writing for college and pleasure.

Thomas has also created poetry, rap songs, realistic fiction, fantasy and spoken words
throughout the years. This all started when he participated in a shoe drive and found his love for
words. He creates his spoken words and rap songs that relate to his everyday life and the
dreams he has.
“It helped me to express my emotions. I was at a particular point in my life that was stressful and
writing about this pressure proved to myself that I actually am capable of being in college,” said
Thomas.

